[Relationship between airway obstruction and inspiratory muscle function].
Measurement of Pimax (maximal static inspiratory mouth pressure), Pi (static inspiratory mouth pressure) and 5 routine pulmonary function tests, which inspect the degree of airway obstruction, was done in 157 patients with COPD and 55 normal subjects. The results indicated that along with the deterioration of COPD, the Pimax was getting decreased and the Pi/Pimax was getting increased. In the mild and moderate COPD groups, however, the Pi and Pi/Pimax showed no statistical significance, which was the only exception. Our results suggested that (1) the airway obstruction could reduce the inspiratory muscle strength; and (2) the Pi/Pimax might be useful in clinical practice for early diagnosis of inspiratory muscle insufficiency.